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Executive Summary 
 
1. 

This report provides an update on recent activities in Heywood Township. 
 
  

Key Points for Consideration 
 
 
2.  
 
Heywood 1940’s Day 

This year’s Township sponsored Heywood 1940's Day which on took place on 
Saturday the 11th June 2022 was another great success with record crowds in 
attendance throughout the entire day, each year the Event grows and gets bigger.  

The heavily decorated Town was thriving, vibrant and busy. Charities raised funds 
and local businesses benefited massively. 

The Event date was again chosen to support Armed Forces Week and it worked 
superbly, with a very well attended Commemorative Service in The Memorial 
Gardens. There was a massive Armed Forces Day Parade marching through the 
packed Town Centre, led by The Scots Guards Association Pipes and Drums, with 
The Blackley Brass Band leading the vehicular part of The Parade, many Flag 
Standards were on Parade, many Veterans and military Cadets represented in great 
numbers, enactors, evacuees, military vehicles and over fifty motor cycles from The 
Lee Rigby Foundation bike riders and Brass Knuckles. Next year’s Event will be 
chosen to once again to coincide with and support Armed Forces Week to maintain 
the fantastic high profile Heywood has to put on such successful Events and 
Parades.  

Visitors and exhibitors travelled from as far away as Kent, all praised our town for its 
friendly atmosphere and the effort and funding put in by the Council and local 
businesses.  

 



Heywood Township gives their thanks to The Town, all Veterans and to the 
Rochdale Borough Council Environmental Management section who keep Heywood 
Town spectacular year round and meticulously prepared the Town for such an 
important day and maintained a presence throughout.   

D Day and Falkland Islands 

Heywood Township together with The Heywood Veterans Association held a 
poignant and well attended combined Commemorative Service for the 78th 
anniversary of D Day and the 40th anniversary of the Falkland Islands conflict in 
Heywood Memorial Gardens on Saturday the 11th June 2022.  

Queens Platinum Jubilee 

Township funded PossAbilities putting on a free to the Community Queens Platinum 
Jubilee celebration at their top class Cherwell Wellbeing Hub, staff and volunteers 
dressed up, there was a fair Ground, inflatables, a treasure hunt, props, flags, 
afternoon tea and a BBQ.  
 
Friends of Queens Park 

A fantastic Platinum Jubilee Picnic in the Park took place on Bank Holiday Thursday 
the 2nd June 2022 in Queens Park, it was a jam packed family fun and celebration 
day with bands, groups and all round entertainment. 
 

Heywood In Bloom 

I am very confident that Heywood will once again achieve the highest awards in the 
Borough in this years In Bloom contest, every effort has been put in to the Town, 
projects and planting schemes, I will be reporting on our success in my next Report.      

East Lancashire Railway 

Upgrades to improve Heywood’s Railway Station accessibility and visibility are 
complete, the station and indeed the whole surrounding area is looking really good 
with The East Lancashire Railway also looking to invest further.  

Darnhill Festival  

This year’s Darnhill Festival took place on Saturday the 2nd July 2022, to celebrate 
the return after a two year absence the theme was Connection, to each other, to 
stories, to play and to the Earth. Forty Community workshops took place in the build 
up to create carnival arts which were displayed in the Parade, led by the School of 
Samba. There was a full programme of entertainment such as have a go circus 
workshops from Skylight Circus Arts, multi activity sessions by Your Trust, Samba 
Dance workshops, Playground of illusions, bouncy castles, face painting and arts 
tents. 

Darnhill Youth Centre  

Following all the work  with Youth Services and Estates and providing funds to set up 
and equip a Youth Centre in the unused Yard Building on Darnhill, unfortunately 
following a stolen motor vehicle hitting the building at speed and causing structural 
damage the Project has been delayed.   



 

Police and Community Safety  

Several speeding Operations both up and around Heap Bridge and Queens Park 
Road have been conducted and will continue. 

Burglary Operations around Hopwood have been conducted as a result of which 
there has been a decrease in burglaries in recent weeks. 

Prolific shoplifters have been targeted, arrests have been made and one offender is 
now in prison for ten offences and has a two year restraining order preventing from 
entering self-serve stores in Heywood. 

Anti-Social Behaviour is being targeted in the Town Centre, as is anti-social use of 
off road bikes, one offender was recently arrested and his bike seized. 

Several drug warrants have been executed resulting in arrests, drug and 
cash seizures. Warrants will continue to be executed with a target of executing at 
least two each month. 

Drop in surgeries on Times Retail Park have taken place and will continue and there 
are plans to expand them on to Darnhill. 

Anti-Social Behaviour and speeding will remain a priority. 

 

Cllr Peter Rush 

Chair of Heywood Township  

 

Township Committee Chair 
 
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Township


